
Ron Southern School/Parent Council Meeting 
March 9, 2026 Minutes 

 
 

  Action Items 
1 Attendance 

In Person: Zoe Serediuk, Jon Patry, Maria Wolfs, Lindsey Walker, Erin 
Zackowski, Amanda Sawatsky, Melanie Leptich 
Virtual: Michelle Miller, Julie Toyo-Oshinlaja, Hakim Chebout, Chelsey 
Love 
 

 

2 Call to order of School Council Meeting: 6:16pm  
3 Administrative Report 

- Principal Updates: 
o Please see slides from Zoe and Jon at the end of the 

minutes for details on principal updates 
 

 

4 Adjournment of School Council Meeting: 6:30pm  
5 Call to order of Parent Council Meeting: 6:31pm  
6 Acceptance of the Agenda 

 
MOTION: Erin Zackowski  
MOVED: Melanie Leptich 
SECONDED: Amanda Sawatsky 
APPROVED: Unanimous Vote 
 
Approval of the Minutes of February 9, 2026 
 
MOTION: To approve last meetings minutes 
MOVED: Erin Zackowski 
SECONDED: Maria Wolfs 
APPROVED: Unanimous Vote 

 

7 Financial Report- (Maria) 
- Casino Account: 
Balance as of March 9 2026: $104,325.20 
Changes since last update : - $5,916.46 

o Music Therapy $1050 
o Outdoor school $3000 
o Pinnies $1861.96 
o Bank fees $4.50 
o Future expenses: 
o Music Therapy $ 525 

        Future Expenses: 
o 3D printer 
o Zoe asked for Phys. Ed. money 

 
- Parent Society Account: 

            Balance as of March 9:  $5,151.55 
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            Changes since last update in Feb 2026: -260.10 
            Revenue: 

o Purdy’s and Healthy Hunger cheques deposit: $2067.66 
            Expenses: 

o Service charges: $4.50 
o Watercolour paper $167.96 
o Community Cares lunches $74.90 
o Lunch bags $50.40 
o Classroom Enhancement $2010 
o Pizza for teachers – driver tip $20 cash 

             Future expenses: 
- Teacher enhancement : any outstanding invoices? Yes only 20 

receipts have been collected. 
- Pizza for teachers $160 

 
 

- Upcoming expenses: 
o Pizza night on interview evening for teachers (March 19, 

2026) *See below for more details. This has been 
organized and will be ordered through the oƯice and 
come out of the Parent Society Account. Maria will write 
cheque 

o Music Therapy extended for 5 weeks- confirm this- All in 
attendance approved the extension. Sammie had stayed 
for one of the sessions with the kids and had shared that 
she observed what a positive impact it had on the 
students. For next school year council has agreed upon 
funding 10 weeks for music therapy. 

o Miscellaneous: brown paper bags- paid 
 See under New Business grant school received 

encompassing nutrition for the school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-Maria will cross 
check the 
receipts she 
received and for 
those missing 
she will inquire 
with Kerri. 

8 Old Business 
- New Junior/ All Inclusive Playground- (Erin) 

o Updates: (some items detailed below details from each 
company update) 

o Discussion around grants:  Erin has applied for 17 grants.  
Seems to take about 8-9 weeks to hear back if you are 
selected when you apply. Have heard back from 3 and we 
have not been chosen this year.  You can reapply for a 
grant next year. The federal grant will provide us with 
$125,000 if we have $125,000 to match.  Approached 
Spruce Meadows but seems like they can’t make a 
donation since we don’t have a CRA for tax receipts. Jon 
recommended we check with other schools who are 
going through this process/have been through this lately 

 
 
 
 
-Erin will 
continue to work 
on grant 
applications and 
the next steps of 
meeting with Zoe 
and Jon to show 
layouts/plans for 
playground 
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to figure out how their council navigated not having a 
CRA account but got donations from some companies. 

        Play Envy  
- We have a finalized quote. 
- Continues to be the only company who has mentioned the 

excavation increased cost.  
 

        Park N Play   
- Provided costs of the 4 panels in the quote. $9,962 for them, and 

this does no include freight, taxes or instillation 
 
        BDI  

- Waiting on final quote without panels 
        Habitat 

- We have final quote 
 
         Grant/Donation applications are in progress (some submitted, 
some in progress) * Information pertaining to grants in updates above. 
 
        Next steps:  

- Meeting with Zoe and Jon to go over playground layouts for each 
company and chose a playground layout we want to go with. 
Group has decided: Play Envy is our first choice 

 
- StaƯ Wish list 

o Classroom Enhancement Receipts were due March 2. 
Receipts were collected March 5. Got 20 receipts, so we 
are missing a few 

o Art supplies: water colour paper was ordered for the 
school- this was bought by parent council via amazon 

- Future Residencies 
o Any updates/requests from staƯ?  Nothing yet, Jon will be 

working on this. They are thinking maybe an indigenous 
connection (like hoop dancing) 

- Leadership T-shirts (Sammie) 
o Updates from Sammie regarding conversation with Mr. 

Roth (students working on t-shirt design)- This is a work 
in progress 

- Pinnies (Erin) 
o Completed: Purchased, delivered, given to school  

- Cookbook (Maria) 
o Completed: Online form created and link has been sent 

out in March 5th Trailblazer weekly message. 
o In progress:  Submission deadline Wednesday April 8th.  

Have received 4 submissions so far.  
- Teacher Pizza Night 

 
 
-Maria checking 
on how much we 
need to spend 
from our casino 
account/how 
much we can 
retain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-As per above: 
Maria will be 
cross checking 
her received 
receipts and 
connecting with 
Kerri regarding 
missing receipts 
 
-Admin will keep 
us informed of 
any residencies 
staƯ comes up 
with 
 
-Amanda and 
Melanie will post 
about the 
Cookbook on 
social media to 
hopefully 
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o Updates from Melanie looking into using Dominos deal: 

Kerri contacted Dominos and received a deal, she placed 
an order and this will be paid by our Parent Society 
Account. 

- Teacher Appreciation Week (May 4-8, 2026) 
o Brainstorm ideas (something each day, one thing at 

beginning or end of week?): Some ideas were: a draw 
your teacher art project, breakfast (bagels, muƯins, 
coƯee), Krispy Kreme 

 
 

 
 

encourage more 
submissions 
 
 
 
-ongoing 
brainstorm of 
ideas from all 

9 New Business 
- Casino 

o  Updates: No dates yet, expect to get the dates in May. 
We are anticipating a November casino.  The casino will 
take place at the Elbow River Casino 
 

- School Dance  (Amanda) 
o Updates/Planning: Date Thursday April 23.  Amanda has 

messaged a DJ who charged $400 for the 2 hours. 
Sammie has a connection who might be able to DJ for 
use as well, she will let us know if they are available.  
There will be no limit of tickets. Tickets are $1 each and 
this money will go to parent council (fundraising). Grade 
6 students will have a concession at the dance and they 
will get the earnings from this to go towards their grade 6 
grad activities. 

- Fundraising Idea 
o Read-a-thon 

 Thoughts? Set approximate time for next year? 
Planning for next spring 2027 

 Melanie/Lindsey found out some ideas from 
other people who have run it.  Ideas shared was: 
focus on the getting kids to read vs. the winner of 
amount raised. Focus and desire is to instill more 
time with books in hand. Past people have 
recommend staying away from cash donations 
(have a way to track donations). Melanie shared 
she’d heard that it can be done online via a 
school type payment. Plan for at least a year in 
order to get everything organized and acquire 
prizes 

 School input in way of teacher committee? StaƯ 
interest? Jon and Zoe will look into asking the 

 
 
 
-awaiting to hear 
dates 
 
 
 
-ongoing work to 
organize 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-parent council 
agreed to plan 
for Spring 2027 
read-a-thon 
-meet about this 
to get some 
prizes acquired 
and outline how 
it can be 
structured to 
best support the 
intention 
“building the 
enjoyment of 
reading” 
 
 



Ron Southern School/Parent Council Meeting 
March 9, 2026 Minutes 

 
teachers in the fall 2026 if any are interested in 
forming a small committee. 

 Jon shared that prizes were awarded as such (at 
his last school).  Every students name was put 
into a draw and each grade group had a winner for 
a $25 gift card from Indigo.  Each class had a top 
reader and those names were put in to win 
Principal/Assistant Principal for the Day. Zoe 
shared she likes doing a price of a half day for this 
(maybe include getting the kids to do a fire drill).  
Jon shared connecting with Calgary Flames in 
advance as they always seem to be able to 
support in a way.  He did share sometimes the 
organization uses this as a photo opportunity so 
with that comes FOIP stuƯ to attend to on school 
end. 

 Erin looking into the possibility of collecting 
donations through Education Matters for this 

- New Grant 
o Zoe shared: The school has received a grant from the 

federal government totalling $4000 to put towards 
nutrition in the school. They have decided to get a freezer 
(possibly a microwave). They will be ordering brown bags.  
They have also already spent $900 in groceries and fresh 
food (example given yogurt).  They have a deadline to use 
this by the end of March. 

 

 

10 Fundraising Update- (Melanie) 
- Little Ceasars Fundraiser 

o Updates:  
 Running from April 1-26, with the last day for 

paper ordering to be submitted by Thursday 
April as we do not have school on Friday.  

 Delivery is the week of May 11, just before the 
long weekend 

o Parent letter ready to go home March pending on Zoe 
approval- Now APPROVED 

- Fun Lunch/Healthy Hunger 
o March Subway earnings: $399.00 
o Future snack options/possible dates: April 14 Modern 

Jelly Donuts and June 2 Ice cream (portable freezer gets 
dropped oƯ with treats packed that have been ordered) 

o Upcoming Fun Lunch dates: April 16 Boston Pizza, May 
21 Boardwalk, June 18 A&W 

- Mabel’s Label’s 
o Updates: $0 this month 
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- Sommerset Monthly Pizza day 

o Updates:   
October 33 coupons used Donation $ 240.22 
November 11 coupons used Donation $ 79.21 
December 17 coupons used Donation $116.02 
January 17 coupons used Donation $ 116.50 
February 17 coupons used Donation $ 124.53 
March 23 coupons used Donation $ 167.15 
o To date that’s $843.63 fundraised 
o They will be dropping oƯ a cheque soon, and then will 

drop oƯ another cheque from the final 3 months worth of 
earnings after June. 
 

11 Miscellaneous Additions to Agenda: 
- Any ideas around: We have $500 (approx.) that we need to use 

(community engagement) ideas to support and build 
parent/community capacity (ex: internet safety speaker etc.) 

o Jon shared Telus does internet safety.  Group brought up 
idea of maybe social media or gaming online safety. Zoe 
shared those topics would be helpful.  Question if we can 
buy materials like books with this money. 

- Housekeeping item: new members or new positions being held- 
signing a document (Sammie has document)- next meeting 

- There was a question online: Are we selling year books this year? 
This question was more for the school. School staƯ answered: 
Yes, with more information to come.  

- Maria brought forth a new item pertaining to banking – there was 
some card issues. Bank reissued new information and Erin will 
need to get on the account at the bank. 

 
 

 
-Gather ideas, 
possible 
presentations 
and topics. 
-Survey parents 
which topic they 
are most 
interested in and 
then book 
-Erin has 
paperwork that 
might provide 
other ideas/ 
options of buying 
books as a 
possibility 
-Erin bank- get 
on account 
 
 
 

12 Tabled Business 
- Permanent Sign for Ron Southern 
- VIP Meats Fundraiser 
- Parking Safety 
- Education Matters Monetary Donations (ongoing) 
- School Swag (Fall launch)- Pivot Point Sports Group was used at 

Ron Southern last time  
 

 

13 Adjournment of Parent Council Meeting: 7:08pm  
14 Next Meeting: April 13, 2026  
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