
 

Ron Southern School- School Council/ Parent Council Meeting 
November 21, 2024 

Minutes 
 

  ACTION ITEMS 

1.0 Attendance- In Person: Zoe Serediuk; Ankush Garg; Erin Zackowski; Sammie 
Cook-Hendrickson; Lindsey Walker; Amanada Sawatsky; Melanie Leptich; 
Maria Wolfs; Ms Salomons. 
Attendance- Virtual:  
 
 

 

2.0 Call to order of School Update Presentation        1817 
 

 

3.0 Administrative Report 
 

A. Principal Updates 
- New land acknowledgment created by CBE that will now be used 
- Three Year System Student Accommodation Plan (SSAP) 

● There should be an update early December 
             -      Please see slides at the end of the minutes from Zoe and Ankush 
for details on principal updates  
 

B. Upcoming Events & Key Dates 
- Winter Celebration- December 12th, times TBA 

 
C. School Development Plan, Classroom Example- Ms. Salomons 

- Please see slides at the end of the minutes 
 

 

 

4.0 Adjournment of School Update Presentation         1848 
 

 

5.0  Call to order of Parent Council Meeting              1850 
 

 
 

6.0 A. Acceptance of the Agenda 
 

MOTION:      To accept the agenda       
MOVED:        Sammie Cook-Hendrickson 
SECONDED:   Melanie Lepitch 
APPROVED:   Unanimous vote 

 
B. Approval of the Minutes of _October 17, 2024__ 

 
MOTION:           To approve last meetings minutes          
MOVED:             Maria Wolfs 
SECONDED:       Amanda Sawatsky 
APPROVED:       Unanimous vote                
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  7.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.0 

 Financial Report- Maria 
 

A. Casino Account 
- Current balance 

● $53, 840.56 
● Have 3 years from casino date to use all casino money 

- Outstanding Pre-Approved Requests 
● None 

                     
B. Parent Council Account 

- Current balance  
● $18, 403.53 
● Owe Big Box $7, 550.53 
● Amount in account after paying Big Box: $10,853 

- Outstanding Pre-Approved Requests 
● None 
 

- Update on e-transfer fees 
● Maria still working on this 
 

 
 Old Business 
 

A. Casino 
- Casino Dates announced: November 30th and December 1st at 

Ace Casino Airport.  
- Update from Sammie  

                    ● All main volunteer spots filled. Still have room for Saturday 
evening and Sunday backups. 
 

B.       Permanent Sign for Ron Southern 
- An additional idea of getting a permanent sign out front of the 

school was brought up. The sign would allow for announcements 
to be posted, PD Days, etc.  

- Update from Zoe on cost of same 
● Waiting for an update from Sandy Quinn 
 

C. New Junior/All Inclusive Playground 
- An idea of building a new junior playground utilizing casino funds 

was discussed. 
- Updates? 

                    ● Sammie to have a meeting with Sandy Quinn about same, Zoe 
to help arrange meeting. Other Parent Council members can be present to 
share thoughts.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maria to send 
payment to Big 
Box 
 
 
 
Maria to continue 
working with bank 
on our 
issues/concerns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zoe to provide 
update from 
Sandy 
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D. “Mud Pit” on Playground Side of School 

-  Update from Zoe  
                    ● There is to be a meeting to discuss this with Sandy Quinn. 
Parent Council able to attend meeting. 

● Initial quote to fix this is $5,800 
                    ● All in attendance in agreement that this is the priority to fix 
first as it is a safety issue.   
                     

Zoe to contact 
Sandy and arrange 
date for meeting, 
and let PC know 
about same.  

9.0  New Business 
 

E. Staff Wish List 
- List has been received from Zoe, approximate total cost of     

$27, 200.00. 
● Additions to the wish list: Music Therapy-$1,200 

- Any other residencies? 
● Yes, there will be a plan for more residencies in the new year 
● Also anticipate a request for more library money in the new 
year 

- Approval of wish list utilizing casino funds 
                    ● Erin Zackowski moved to approve all items on the wish list. 
Seconded by Sammie Cook-Hendrickson. Unanimous agreement vote by all 
in attendance. All items on staff wish list approved.  
                    ● This will be paid for by Casino Account 
 

F. School Dances 
- Discuss idea of having 2 dances this year. One would be for Div 1 

(EES, K, 1, 2) and the other for Div2 (3,4,5,6). 
- Div 1 could be run by parent society, and Div 2 would be run by 

Grade 6 class. 
- Possible dates for both 
- Budget 

                    ● The dance will be on one night. The first hour will be for the 
younger kids, with younger kid music. After that the music will switch into 
more current music for the older kids. 
                    ● Capacity is able to go over 500 as not all in attendance will be 
in the gym. 
                    ● No balloons 
                    ● Advertise it as a Family Dance and an adult chaperone is 
required.   
                    ● May have to pay for a DJ this year 
                    ● Will happen in February. 
                    ● Parent Council will work closely with the grade 6’s and the 
grade 6 leadership teacher for this dance. Grade 6’s to pick the theme of 
the dance.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zoe to find the 
grade 6 leadership 
teacher to connect 
them with PC 
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G. Shoe and Winter Gear Donations 
- Will continue to support as able 
- Request that Kerri or Rebecca email Parent Council with 

requests for items that are needed 
- Currently received a donation of 12 pairs of winter boots 

 
H. Healthy Hunger- Community Cares 

- Continue to purchase remaining community cares meals every 
month as long as it is under 6 meals 

                    ● All in agreement to continue to support community cares. 10 
community cares received last time. 
 

I. Sign for Parking Lot 
                    ● All in agreement to purchase a sign for the parking lot stating 
that it is for staff parking only and no student drop off. Parents coming into 
parking lot is becoming a safety issue. 

● Will look for Black Friday sales before purchasing 
● Sammie to send example to Zoe for final approval 
●Will pay for this from Parent Council Account 
 

J. Miscellaneous 
- Would like to post on Ron Southern Facebook page about the 

“Jessie Sculpture” in the main area. Many parents have 
questions about it, and we are not able to answer them. 

- Zoe and Ankush have a video of Jessie explaining the sculpture. 
Zoe/ Ankush to share the video with parent council for FB 
posting. 

- Once video/ information received Melanie can create a post in 
Facebook group 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sammie to send 
sign example to 
Zoe 
 
 
 
 
Zoe/ Ankush to 
send video/ info 
about sculpture 
 
 
Melanie to create 
FB post 
 
 
 

10.0 Fundraising Update- Melanie 
 

A. Mabels Labels 
-Current amount brought in 
● $63.65 

                     
B. Big Box of Cards 

- Total amount raised and total amount of boxes sold 
● Raised $4,216.25  
● Sold 412 boxes  

- Total number boxes not returned 
● 63 boxes not returned ($2,205) 

- Total number of boxes being sent back to Big Box 
● 110 boxes being sent back, no charge for sending them back 
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- Overall thoughts on how it went 

                   ● Overall a successful fundraiser. Very labor intensive. If doing in 
the future consider only handing out flyers instead of sample boxes to 
significantly decrease workload. 

 
C. Cookie Dough 

- Total amount sold 
● $4, 018.00. We get free shipping! 
● Final amount raised still to be calculated 

- Any other updates 
● Should be received before the holidays 

 
D. Fun Lunch/ Healthy Hunger 

- Any cheques received for past 2 Healthy Hunger? 
● None received yet, but should be getting 2 soon 

- Is there a way to attach fundraising payment to healthy hunger 
account? 
● Yes there is, but there is a charge for us and for parents.  
● Doing this would decrease the need for parents to pay for 
fundraisers with cash, and decrease the need for PC to count all 
the money. 
● Sammi to meet with Melissa in January to further discuss this. 

 
E. Other Fundraising Ideas 

- Ideas from previous meetings: Purdy’s Chocolates; Apples; Bear 
Tracks Ice Melt; Poinsettias; Planters in the spring. 

                    ● Would like to do one more fundraiser plus a bottle drive in the 
new year. 

- Rough idea for when to run next fundraiser? 
● In the new year.  

                     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Melanie to 
provide updates 
when able 

11.0 Adjournment of Parent Council Meeting          1947       
 

 

12.0 Next Meeting  
K. January 16, 2025 

                 • Will be a hybrid meeting. There will be no Dec meeting.  
                 ● Will try to keep entire meeting closer to 1 hour.  
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