
 

Ron Southern School/ Parent Council Meeting 
January 12, 2026 

Minutes 
 

  ACTION ITEMS 

1.0 Attendance:  
In Person: Zoe Serediuk, Jon Patry, Mrs. Josza, Melanie Leptich, Amanda 
Sawatsky, Maria Wolfs, Lindsey Walker, Sammie Cook- Hendrickson, Erin 
Zackowski. 
 
Virtual: Hakim Chebout, Hon Yau, Eben ?, Emmanuel E. 
 
 

 

2.0 Call to order of School Council Meeting           1815 
 

 

3.0 Administrative Report 
 

A. Principal Updates 
              ● Please see slides from Zoe and Jon at the end of the minutes for 
details on principal updates 
              ● Another Education Assistant will be starting in February. 
 

B. Upcoming Events & Key Dates 
              ● Report Cards February 24, 2026 
                    

 

4.0 Adjournment of School Council Meeting            1843 
 

 

5.0  Call to order of Parent Council Meeting              1845 
 

 
 

6.0 A. Acceptance of the Agenda 
 

MOTION:      To accept the agenda       
MOVED:        Maria Wolfs    
SECONDED:  Sammie Cook-Hendrickson 
APPROVED:  Unanimous Vote 

 
B. Approval of the Minutes of _ November 24, 2025__ 

 
MOTION:           To approve last meetings minutes          
MOVED:            Amanda Sawatsky 
SECONDED:      Melanie Leptich 
APPROVED:      Unanimous Vote 
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7.0  Parent Council Board Vote 
 

A. Board Position of Chair 
- Nominations 

● Erin Zackowski 
- Vote 

                    ● All in attendance voted in agreement for Erin Zackowski to 
become the new Chair. 
 

B. Board Position of Secretary 
- Nominations 

● Lindsey Walker 
- Vote 

                    ● All in attendance voted in agreement for Lindsey Walker to 
become the new Secretary 
 

C. Remaining Board Positions 
- Amanda Sawatsky will remain as Co-Chair 
- Maria Wolfs will remain as Treasurer 
- Melanie Leptich will remain as Fundraising Coordinator 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Erin and Sammie to 
gradually pass on 
responsibilities to 
the person taking 

over.  

  8.0  Financial Report- Maria 
 

A. Casino Account 
- Current balance 

● $110, 813. 16 
- Expenses  

                    ● Calgary Opera Residency $990; MooZoom Subscription 
$4,984.17; Service Charge $7.50. 
                    ● Future Expense will be Music Therapy for 10 sessions for EES. 

- AGLC Report 
                    ● Need to spend the remaining $28,000 from our August 2023 
Casino by August 21, 2026. 
                    ● Will have Zoe and Jon investigate what does the school still 
need/ want and have them submit their ideas for approval. Brain Pop 
Subscription is one idea.  

- Playground Funds Allocation 
                    ● Can retain a maximum of $100,000, for a maximum of 24 
additional months. Need to fill out retention form. Not required to request 
approval to retain amounts of $50,000 or less.  
 
                    ● $82,956.03 will need to be spent or retained by February 18, 
2028. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zoe and Jon to 
submit ideas to 
utilize casino 
funds to support 
school.  
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B. Parent Society Account 
- Current balance       

● $4,587.89                
- Expenses  

                    ● Community Care Lunches $123.65; Staff Support $101.05; 
Service Charge $9.90. 
                     ● Future Expenses: Classroom Enhancement $2,500; Staff Snack 
Cart; Family Support; Grade 6 Farewell; School Dance. 

- Deposits 
                    ● Healthy Hunger $1,026.24 
                    ● Future Deposits: Purdy’s $580.90; Healthy Hunger $257.00; 
Purdy’s Cheque $1,050.66. 
                     

9.0  Old Business 
                     

A. New Junior/ All Inclusive Playground- Erin 
- Updates.  

                    ● 4 Vendors have been re-emailed and all are working on new 
blueprint/ suggested plan per previous suggestions. Hoping to get quotes 
back ASAP.  
                    ● Erin to spend time looking into playground grant applications 
                                      

B. Staff Wish List  
- Updates 
- What account can leadership t-shirts and field trip bus come 

from? – Maria 
                    ● Both can come from Casino Account.  
                    ● Leadership t-shirts just have to have school name/ logo on it. 

- Update on Chromebooks- Zoe 
                   ● Hiro is in charge of the school’s IT. Zoe to follow up with him on 
Chromebooks and pricing.  
                    ● Leadership Tablets: Will try to get from Amazon, Samsung 
brand, need to have ability to take pictures/video, upload to a computer 
and Wi-Fi capabilities. Able to purchase 5, for around $70-80 each. 
                                         

C. School Dance- Amanda 
- Plan for April/May. 
- Date for Grade 6 outdoor school? - Zoe 
- Updates?  

                    ● Date chosen of Thursday, April 23rd. The next day is a PD day. 
                    ● Need to come up with a theme, DJ, and find out if Grade 6 
Leadership wants to participate with a snack booth. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Erin to share 

updates with team 
 
 
 
 
 

Sammie to follow 
up with Mr. Roth 

about t-shirts 
 
 

Zoe to follow up 
with Hiro on 

Chromebooks 
 
 

Erin to look into 
Leadership Tablets 

 
 
 
 

Sammie to speak 
to Mr. Roth about 

Grade 6 and 
Dance  
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D. Parking Safety/ Parent Safety Patrol 

- Is it possible to have Grade 6 leadership with teachers/ parent 
council as supervisors? 

- End of year Calgary Safety Patrol Party- Jon 
- “Kid Valet” survey?  

                     ● Schools are now moving away from Safety Patrol Teams due 
to planning and supervision logistics and safety 
                     ● Will table this idea for now. Will continue to support safety 
with Pilons, Parking Lot Patrol, Drop and Go Patrol. 
           

E. International Day- Maria 
- Families submit recipes, and then a PDF to be provided for them 

to print off. 
- When do we want to start this? 

                    ● An online forum will be created to allow for recipes to be 
uploaded there. 1 recipe per student. There will be a space with each recipe 
to allow for personal notes about the recipe. 
                    ● February to submit recipes. March to put it all together and 
make a PDF file. April a digital version will be available for families. Will see 
interest in families wanting a printed version.  

 
F. Grade 6 Grad/ Guidelines- Sammie 

- Updates 
                    ● No new updates. Sammie working with Mr. Roth to finalize the 
guidelines on how Parent Council will support Grade 6 Farewell, etc.  
                    ● Will have a monetary amount per student, as the numbers of 
students per year will vary, and a dedicated amount per student will be the 
most fair.  
                   ● Money raised from the dance, etc cannot be used towards 
Outdoor School. Wondering if funds from Casino Account can be used 
towards Outdoor School, and if money can be allocated for future years. 
 

G. Monetary Donations through Education Matters- Erin 
- Updates 

                    ● Our School page is now active on the CBE Education Matters 
website. Parents/ Families can now donate to either the school as a whole 
or specifically to the playground. 
                    ● When we want the donations to be donated to the school Zoe 
will need to reach out to Kathryn Schilman with Education Matters to 
request same. 
                    ● This will be tabled until donations received. Yearly update will 
be provided.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maria to work on 
online forum 

 
 

Erin to announce 
Recipe Book in 

first Feb 
Trailblazer 

 
 

Sammie to share 
guidelines with 

group once 
finalized.  

 
Maria to look into 
casino funds being 
used for outdoor 

school. 
 
 
 

Erin to provide 
updates when 

required. 
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H. Calgary Opera Residency/ Other Residencies - Sammie 

- Dates? 
                    ● February 19, 2026 

- Teacher contact about notification of all residencies? 
                    ● Other booked residency includes a Tennis Residency on 
February 23, 2026. Sammie to follow up on Tennis Residency cost and if 
other residencies have been planned.  

 
I. Staff Room Snack Cart 

- Updates? 
                    ● Getting a cart from Highfield is a no go 
                    ● Kerri has given us a locked cupboard and fridge space in the 
Servery. Will need to make a sign for them.  
                   ● Need to create a budget of some kind, and guidelines for 
restocking, etc.  
 

J. Classroom Gift/ Enhancement 
- $100 each x 25 
- When do we want to do it? 

                    ● Can send an email to teachers right away and let them know 
their receipts need to be submitted to Parent Council for them to get their 
money back.  
 

K. Facebook & Instagram Accounts- Melanie & Amanda 
- Updates 

                    ● Going really well. Need to look at linking the accounts, so that 
only one person needs to post and it will go to both.  
 

 
Sammie to follow 

up on future 
residencies 

 
 
 
 
 

? Who wants to be 
in charge of snack 

cupboard? 
 
 
 
 
 

Erin to compose 
email example to 
share with group 

10.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11.0 

New Business 
 

A. Pinnies for Kindergarten/ Grade 1 Fieldtrips 
                    ● Have brought this idea up last school year. As we have Casino 
funds to spend, it’s a good time to look into options for pinnies and pricing.  
 
 
Fundraising Update- Melanie 
                  

A. Fun Lunch/ Healthy Hunger- Amanda 
- Updates 

                    ● Boston Pizza brought in $240.20; Subway brought in $353; 
A&W brought in $500. 
                    ● February Healthy Hunger is Edo. Other months will be Opa and 
Boardwalk (pizza).  
                    ● First Snack Day with Cobbs is January 27th. Will have 2 more 
Snack Days this year. Ideas include a Ice Cream Treats, Glamorgan Bakery 
and Mavericks Donuts.  

 
Erin to look into 

pinnies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amanda to look 
into other Snack 
Day options to 
share with the 

team. 
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B. Mabels Labels 
- Updates 

                    ● None.  
                    ● Will put our Mabels Labels fundraising poster with the QR 
code next to the Lost and Found. 

 
C. Somerset Dominos Monthly Pizza Day  

- Updates 
                    ● December had 17 orders with $116.02 raised. January had 17 
orders with $116.50 raised. 
                    ● Using the fliers has helped. Have we received the money from 
Dominos? 

 
D. Old Yearbook Sales 

- Updates 
                    ● None 

 
E. Next Fundraiser/ Fundraising Ideas 

                     ● Trailblazer Swag (Big Mountain Sports); Growing Smiles 
Plants; Christmas wreaths (next year). 
                     ● Need to get info on who created our last Trailblazer swag, and 
then could offer twice a year buying options for families.  
                      ● Melanie to look into Growing Smiles again to see if we can 
book. Trying for the same time as last year as it worked well.  
                      ● Erin to look into Christmas wreaths for next year.             
 

 
 
Erin to put poster 
by Lost and Found.  
 
 
 
Melanie to follow 
up on payments 
from them 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Melanie to book 
Growing Smiles  
 
Erin to get info on 
Christmas wreaths 
 
? to look into 
previous 
Trailblazer swag 

12.0 Miscellaneous Additions to Agenda 
 

A. Casino 
             ● Fall 2026. Erin and Amanda in charge. Amanda to work with Sign 
Up Genius to get volunteers.  
             ● Sammie to go over all specifics with Erin. 
 

 

13.0 Tabled Business 
 

A. Permanent Sign for Ron Southern 
 

B. VIP Meats Fundraiser 
 

C. Casino 
 

 

14.0 
 
 

 15.0 

Adjournment of Parent Council Meeting            1930 
 
 
Next Meeting   February 9, 2026 in person and virtual 
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